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Nohemí Pérez's work, of a multidisciplinary nature, revolves around the relationship that men establish 
with nature; the conflicts, tensions and genesis that arise from this constant friction. Starting from notions 
of architecture, cinema and sociology, the artist proposes a rereading of the territory of Catatumbo; a 
geographic region with a very particular natural and sociocultural ecosystem. 

From the conquest until today, the Catatumbo is the scene of multiple conflicts that have been 
transformed to compose a complex web of anachronistic situations characteristic of contemporary Latin 
America. In this jungle region coexist illegal armed groups of the right and left, indigenous tribes, 
evangelical missionaries and large mining and drug trafficking multinationals.

Nohemí mainly uses charcoal in his work as a reference to mining; Another recurring element is vegetal 
charcoal, with which it aims to make visible the exploitation of natural resources and at the same time the 
violence that this triggers.

From the territory of her memory and her affections, Nohemí Pérez reconstructs the history of her origin 
and thus collects the voices of those who live and have lived Catatumbo from the close emotional ties of 
their experience.

A particular interest in Nohemí's work is to draw new symbolic and geographical maps that correspond 
with the various realities of Catatumbo to allow it to appear on the scene of reconstruction and peace.



While talking about the work of Nohemí Pérez during a guided tour of the exhibition at the Banco de la República, I 
became aware of a very important matter that I had not been able to describe before about her work. Nohemí's work 
also belongs to the field of cartography. Her large-format drawings where she reconciles the history of an invisible 
region and abusively wild nature, give an account of a territory that does not yet belong to the Colombian geography.

Despite encompassing a territory the size of Georgia, the Catatumbo jungle is not part of the mental maps of 
Colombians and only appears in the media as a scene of the darkest dimensions that coexist in the war in Colombia. 
Images of malnourished families with the refrigerator on their backs crossing the border from Venezuela, women 
with the faces of paramilitaries forcibly tattooed on their bodies, indigenous populations depleted by evangelical 
groups and the eternal struggle for the coca fields, take place in this territory.

Nohemí's work offers a multiple reading of this territory and at the same time proposes a poetic voice that can only 
be conceived from the territory itself. From memory, imagination, hope, her canvases are exercises in historical 
reconciliation, since only from a simultaneous reading is it possible to understand Catatumbo.
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